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“Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness
like an ever flowing stream.” Amos 5:24

As | mentioned last month, | have struggled
with the line between social justice and evangelism in
the Christian faith. This struggle comes from the
church’s assumption that efforts of justice to
eliminate hunger, disease, homelessness, poverty, etc.
are received as sharing the good news of Jesus Christ
because they are a religious group, but that isn’t
always reality. Furthermore, | commented on how
church work often times more closely resembles the
efforts of civic organizations than evangelistic
avenues of God’s love.

However, there are those churches who do not
attempt even the most simple ministries of justice and
think this sort of outreach SHOULD be left up to
civic groups, but I disagree with this stance too
because according to the prophet Amos, those who
believe in God have within them the power of God
and therefore are called to live lives of compassion
and justice for all people. | believe there is no greater
need for people full of the Holy Spirit and divine love
than in the world around us and so this month | want
us to spend some time looking at another “stream of
living water” which deals with the divine call of God
for social justice.

The story of the prophet Amos is a uniquely
challenging description of living out justice and
compassion in the social realm because of the time
and place where he wrote. In Scripture we see, from
what little we know, that Amos is a unlikely prophet
because of his lack of human credentials and,
therefore, met resistance because social injustice was
so commonplace (Amos 2:6-8) that no one seemed to
notice and ignored this obscure prophet.

Nonetheless, he declared in no uncertain terms that
simply doing “religious things” (i.e. going to church,

reading the Bible, praying, etc.) was
insufficient for a life with God and insisted that social
righteousness was paramount to a life pleasing to
God. These words from Amos are important for us to
hear because even today we need to be reminded how
much God cares about justice for all people, not just a
chosen few in power.

Another biblical example of God’s desire for
justice is in Matthew 21:12-13 when Jesus drives out
the moneychangers in the Temple. Jesus is not angry
about people doing business in the “church,” but he is
very angry at the moneychangers for taking
advantage of those coming to make sacrifices. It was
common in those days for people traveling long
distances to not bring their animal sacrifices with
them and purchase them when they got to Jerusalem,
but they had to have a certain type of currency to
make these purchases. These moneychangers would
take the “foreign” currency and exchange it at a
VERY low rate (i.e. $2 foreign might equal $.25
Temple currency) and made it nearly impossible for
the poor to afford the animals needed to make their
religious sacrifices to God. It was this type of
injustice that Jesus confronted in anger and, in fact,
was sent to overcome all together by showing
humanity a new way to live and treat others.

In conclusion, | believe that social justice is a
necessary part of any relationship with God and is
evidenced by a life committed to compassion and
justice for all people where God’s call for
righteousness and love becomes a reality. This
“stream of living water” is important because through
this type of life God develops in us the desire to
fulfill God’s greatest command to love him and love
our neighbor freely.
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Stockholders Dinner
WL stackholders are cardially invited
to attend this dinnex.

Febrwany 26, 2012
5:00 pm
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We appreciate what you give so that
we may learn, worship, fellowship
GOD.
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Cglgbrating a

February

8 Ty Watts 8 Lynn Reeves
11 Glenn Hickman 11 Sharon Frey
12 Tammy Atkins 12 Nick Proctor
12 Jordann Dority 13 Drew Hix
14 Katie Worsham 15 Ronnie Rives
15 Brian Allsbrooks 19 Jeana Feaster
20 Anne Proctor 21 Julie Barnett
22 Vanessa Leftrick

***(Greeters***

We are planning to have greeters
at the front door & the ramp entrance
door. This will offer folks a
friendly welcome to our
Church Worship Service.

If you are interested in greeting,
let Tammy or Jennie know!

V.B.S.
June 18 — 21, 2012
The countdown begins! VBS is less than 6
months away! We topped our goal of 40
children last year w/ 56 kids!

Our new goal for this year is 75! We are in

need of as many helping hands as possible

to put on this event for the children of our
community & church.

If you are interested in helping out or

making a donation, please contact Shannon

Chess or Bro. David.

If you would like time to prepare
your heart for the worship service,
pray, meditate before the service
begins; please let Bro. David know
that you are interested in this.

Will be available Feb. 5",
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The Ash Wednesday Service is Wednesday,
February 22" at 6:00.
We will still be having our Bible Studies
Sfollowing the service.

Cinderella’s Closet Prom/Formal
Dress Consignment Sale
February 18"

Do you have a formal dress, formal shoes,
and/or formal accessories that you would
like to sell? Now is the time!

The proceeds from this event will support
the “Toys From Heaven”

Consigners will earn 75% of the selling price of your
item sold. There is a $5.00 fee for each consigner.

We will offer a presale on Feb. 17 for consigners.
Drop off is Feb. 16.

The men are planning to get together in
February, (maybe a Predators hockey
game). We would like to get together to
do things on an ongoing basis.
Please let Bro. David know if you are
interested in going.

The church calendar has been set through July except for a
few things. If anyone would like a copy of this, please let
me know & I will be happy to get it to you.
Tammy

Fellowship Hosts
5th - Suzanne & Roy Osborne
12™ - Dee & Michael Watts
19" — Jane & Glenn Hickman
26™ — Michelle & Barry Barnett

The Girl Scouts are collecting pillowcases
to make dresses for little girls in Africa.

They will be sent w/a group that is going
to Africa. You may leave them at the back
foyer, Tammy’s office, or give to Charlene.

Please remember during the month of
AOVE = (2 f 2 @S farily
including the old, young and the shut

ins.




Please remember to sign the
attendance pad.

< & We want to know that you
Fhant o, were here!

The First Sunday of each month you are invited
to attend a short worship service and visit with
our friends at Morningside. A few of the
residents there are members of New Chapel and
they would love to see you.

We meet there at 2:00 p.m. Join us!

Schedule of Services/Activities

Sundays

Blended Worship Service (Nursery provided) 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school (For All Ages) 10:45 a.m.
Worship at Morningside (First Sunday of the month) 2:00 p.m.
UMYF 6:30 p.m.

Choir Practice (as needed)

Mondays
Trustees meeting (first Monday every other month) 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Administrative Board (Second Tuesday every month) 7:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts (calendar school year) 7:00 p.m.
Men’s Club (Third Tuesday) 7:00 p.m.

Wednesdays

Pastor’s Adult and Bible Studies (calendar school year) 7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Love Circle (First Thursday of the month) 6:30 p.m.

Circle of Friends (First Thursday of the month) 7:00 p.m.




